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Mallory Challis Receives Eleventh Annual Nancy A. Hardesty Memorial Scholarship
from Christian Feminism Today

Indianapolis — The eleventh annual Nancy A. Hardesty
Memorial Scholarship, sponsored by Christian Feminism
Today, has been awarded to Mallory Challis, a Master of
Divinity student studying at Wake Forest School of
Divinity in Winston Salem, NC.

After earning her B.A. in Religious Studies at Wingate
University in Wingate, NC, Challis, who also works as a
freelance journalist and columnist with Baptist News
Global, plans to seek ordination in the Baptist Church.

Challis realized her calling to ministry as a high school
student. She writes, “I quickly learned that God’s call
will not be stifled by gender roles. It was when | began
my undergraduate degree . . . that | started to hear the
voices of women in the Bible with the gusto they deserve.”

During her studies, she has learned to use a feminist lens to formulate “critical and liberatory
interpretations” of the very texts that were cited in the attempt to dissuade her from pursuing
ministry. In studying the scriptural accounts of women’s lives, Challis “felt the liberating joy of
exploring the biblical text without the limitations of gender roles . . . finding life and light as |
leaned in and allowed myself to fully imagine the possibilities of God’s call.”

Challis notes that, as a journalist and scholar, Christian feminism is essential to every piece of
work she produces: “Feminist theory is the primary framework through which | interpret and

discuss the biblical text in academic settings and is the impactful lens through which | practice
ministry in local church settings.”

Utilizing feminist theory in her undergraduate work, she conducted research projects that
explored sexual chastity in the Apocryphal Acts of the Apostles and purity culture in the
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modern evangelical church. One of those papers, Martyrs of Chastity: llluminating the Power
of Peter’s Disabled Daughter and Drusiana in the Apocryphal Acts, was published this year in
the online Johns Hopkins Richard Macksey Undergraduate Journal.

Challis is committed to teaching congregants of all ages, genders, and intersectional identities
to lift up the voices of “those who seem hidden” in the biblical text. The excluded “others” are
present throughout the Bible and church history as well as in the church today. It’s imperative,
she maintains, to name the ways those “others” are made in the image of and beloved by God.

Challis highlights three interrelated social justice issues that must be the concern of
contemporary Christian feminism:

e sentiments of shame related to sex and sexuality as a result of evangelical purity
culture,

e the pervasiveness of sexual violence in our churches and in our world, and
e the subsequent war on reproductive rights fueled by patriarchal religious ideology.

In closing her application essay, she writes “Christian feminism has positively impacted the
ways in which | experience Christianity and Christian scholarship and has shaped me into an
empathetic and social justice-oriented believer and leader today, and | hope to utilize these
frameworks to facilitate a better, more inclusive church in the future.”

Mallory Challis embodies the lifelong, liberating vision of Dr. Nancy Hardesty.

The Nancy A. Hardesty Memorial Scholarship is awarded to a student who aspires to exemplify
the values and achievements of Nancy A. Hardesty, a founding member of the Christian
Feminism Today organization. The purpose of the $1,000 scholarship, awarded every June, is to
help a student who wants to be in a leadership role that supports and promotes Christian
feminism.

Nancy A. Hardesty (1941-2011) was a founding member of the Evangelical Women’s Caucus,
which, over the past five decades, has grown into Christian Feminism Today. Until her death,
Dr. Hardesty was a professor of religion in the Department of Philosophy and Religion at
Clemson University, in Clemson, SC. Previously, she taught English and writing at Trinity College
in Deerfield, IL, and worked on the editorial staffs of Eternity magazine and The Christian
Century.

Ms. Hardesty’s first book, co-authored with Letha Dawson Scanzoni, was All We’re Meant to Be:
A Biblical Approach to Women'’s Liberation. Originally published in 1974, the book has gone
through several editions and has influenced countless Christian feminists, from evangelicals to
mainline Protestants to Roman Catholics. In 2006, Christianity Today magazine ranked All We’re
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Meant to Be among the top fifty books that had influenced the evangelical Christian movement
over half a century.

Nancy A. Hardesty was born in Lima, OH, and earned her Bachelor of Arts degree from
Wheaton College in Wheaton, IL. She went on to earn a master’s degree in newspaper
journalism from the Medill School of Journalism at Northwestern University in Evanston, IL, and
a Ph.D. in the history of Christianity at the University of Chicago.

Her dissertation, “Your Daughters Shall Prophesy”: Revivalism and Feminism in the Age of
Finney, was published by Carlson Publishing in 1991.

Christian Feminism Today is a Christian feminist organization with a long history of working for
gender equality. The organization welcomes members of any gender, gender identity, race,
ethnicity, color, creed, marital status, sexual orientation, religious affiliation, age, political party,
parental status, economic class, or disability. The Christian Feminism Today website provides
Christian feminist articles, reviews, blogs, Bible study, audio, links to explore, and inspiration.

For more information about Christian Feminism Today or the Nancy A. Hardesty Memorial
Scholarship, contact the Rev. Dr. Gail Ricciuti, selection committee chair, by emailing
office@eewc.com or leaving a voicemail at (317) 721.3660.
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