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Ashley Starr-Morris Receives Twelfth Annual Nancy A. Hardesty Memorial Scholarship
from Christian Feminism Today

Indianapolis— The twelfth annual Nancy A. Hardesty Memorial Scholarship, sponsored by
Christian Feminism Today, has been awarded to Ashley Starr-Morris, a doctoral student
studying at Claremont Graduate University (CGU) in Claremont, California.

In an interesting twist, Ashley’s PhD advisor, Dr. Nicola Denzey Lewis, holds the Margo L.
Goldsmith Chair in Women’s Studies in Religion at CGU. Margo L. Goldsmith was a long-time
and much beloved member of CFT.

After graduating from the University of Redlands, summa cum laude, with two bachelor’s
degrees (in archaeology and religious studies), Starr-Morris was employed as the university’s
assistant director of admissions and currently serves as an adjunct professor in the religious
studies department. She also works with Dr. Lewis as her research assistant at CGU.

In her applicant essay, Starr-Morris noted that Dr. Hardesty was a significant influence on the
development of her work and study.

“Dr. Hardesty’s revolutionary work in exposing the historical complicity of Christian
traditions in women’s oppression directly informs my research, particularly in examining
the ways evangelical structures reinforce gendered submission and perpetuate systemic
barriers to autonomy.”

Starr-Morris’s dissertation focuses on people marginalized by evangelicalism, especially
women, LGBTQ+ individuals, and racial minorities, who have become dissatisfied with the
evangelical experience and left the movement but still identify as Christian. She explores how
this group, referred to as exvangelicals, finds ways to reconstruct their faith based on feminist
and social justice-oriented values. Dr. Nicola Denzey Lewis describes Ashley’s work thus:

“Ashley’s dissertation is not a sociological study requiring anthropological or sociological
fieldwork but rather a deep dive into memoirs and scholarship produced by modern
evangelical women. She is captivated by stories, by personal narratives produced under
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challenging crises of faith, and by the impact that these stories of women leaving their
religion have on readers and listeners.”

Not surprisingly, inspiration for Starr-Morris’s work springs from her own personal experience.
She writes:

“My engagement with Christian feminism began in the aftermath of an abusive
relationship. Raised in a conservative evangelical environment, | was a deeply spiritual
child who internalized and wholeheartedly believed its teachings. | followed every rule,
even presenting my spouse with my purity ring on our wedding night. But in the way
only deep crisis can, my certainty—warped and heaving—was wrenched from my grasp.
The very rules | had been taught would protect me were the same ones that left me
vulnerable. Even more painfully, | was left with the shattered remains of something |
cherished—my faith.

In time, | realized what | thought was a shattered faith was, in reality, a shattered
illusion—one crafted by church culture and patriarchal authority structures. In that
space of disillusionment, a quieter, deeper knowledge emerged: there had to be more.”

Importantly, she is fearless in her assessment that evangelical gender norms and purity culture
are damaging, causing spiritual trauma.

“... religious trauma, particularly as it relates to the experiences of exvangelicals and
those deconstructing their faith, must be acknowledged and addressed. Many
individuals who leave conservative religious spaces carry deep wounds from teachings
that suppressed their identities and autonomy.”

Her work is designed to expand Christian feminism’s “reach by integrating the study of religious
disaffiliation, trauma, and reconstruction.” She hopes her dissertation, highlighting the voices of
those who have become disaffected by evangelicalism, will “contribute to a growing body of
scholarship that challenges religious institutions to reckon with their histories of exclusion and
harm.” The ultimate goal of the work is not to simply deconstruct but to “advance Christian
feminism’s commitment to justice, ensuring that faith is not a mechanism of control but a
means of liberation.”

The Nancy A. Hardesty Memorial Scholarship is awarded to a student who aspires to exemplify
the values and achievements of Nancy A. Hardesty, a founding member of the Christian
Feminism Today organization. The purpose of the $1,000 scholarship, awarded every June, is to
help a student who wants to be in a leadership role that supports and promotes Christian
feminism.

Nancy A. Hardesty (1941-2011) was a founding member of the Evangelical Women’s Caucus,
which, over the past five decades, has grown into Christian Feminism Today. Until her death,
Dr. Hardesty was a professor of religion in the Department of Philosophy and Religion at
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Clemson University, in Clemson, SC. Previously, she taught English and writing at Trinity College
in Deerfield, IL, and worked on the editorial staffs of Eternity magazine and The Christian
Century.

Ms. Hardesty’s first book, co-authored with Letha Dawson Scanzoni, was All We’re Meant to Be:
A Biblical Approach to Women'’s Liberation. Originally published in 1974, the book has gone
through several editions and has influenced countless Christian feminists, from evangelicals to
mainline Protestants to Roman Catholics. In 2006, Christianity Today magazine ranked All We’re
Meant to Be among the top fifty books that had influenced the evangelical Christian movement
over half a century.

Nancy A. Hardesty was born in Lima, OH, and earned her Bachelor of Arts degree from
Wheaton College in Wheaton, IL. She went on to earn a master’s degree in newspaper
journalism from the Medill School of Journalism at Northwestern University in Evanston, IL, and
a Ph.D. in the history of Christianity at the University of Chicago.

Her dissertation, “Your Daughters Shall Prophesy”: Revivalism and Feminism in the Age of
Finney, was published by Carlson Publishing in 1991.

Christian Feminism Today is a Christian feminist organization with a long history of working for
gender equality. The organization welcomes members of any gender, gender identity, race,
ethnicity, color, creed, marital status, sexual orientation, religious affiliation, age, political party,
parental status, economic class, or disability. The Christian Feminism Today website provides
Christian feminist articles, reviews, blogs, Bible study, audio, links to explore, and inspiration.

For more information about Christian Feminism Today or the Nancy A. Hardesty Memorial
Scholarship, contact the Rev. Dr. Gail Ricciuti, selection committee chair, by emailing
office@eewc.com or leaving a voicemail at (317) 721-3660.
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