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Elaine Ransom Receives Thirteenth Annual Nancy A. Hardesty Memorial Scholarship
from Christian Feminism Today

Indianapolis—The thirteenth annual Nancy A. Hardesty
Memorial Scholarship, sponsored by Christian Feminism
Today, has been awarded to Elaine Ransom, a Master of Arts in
Media Arts and Worship candidate who will be attending Dallas
Theological Seminary in Dallas, Texas.

According to Mélena Laudig, Ph.D., an assistant professor of
African American Christianity at Princeton Theological
Seminary, where Ransom has been a student since September
of 2025, Ransom is an “..accomplished singer-songwriter,
music educator, and worship leader” who is a “driven and
spiritually grounded student who uses her music to promote
the healing and inclusion of all.”

In her applicant essay, Ransom commented on Christian feminism, saying:

“Christian feminism is an ever-changing perspective in life that determines how a person
understands their vocation, authority, community, and more. It does not just add
something to what you believe, it completely changes it. If feminism can be defined as
reclaiming the attention to women that is necessary in legislative decisions and across
numerous facets of life, then Christian feminism is the molding of theological views...to
reflect on how [women] have impacted the body of Christ.”

“Regarding Christian feminism specifically, I'd like to remind everyone of the necessary
inclusion of the concept of Christian womanism... Black women and men must recognize
and address the discrimination we face together, as well as refute the discourse that
would drive a wedge between equal representation in our own communities.”

Music is a very important form of spiritual expression for Ransom. Rev. Yedea H. Walker, who is
the Associate Dean of Student Life at Princeton Theological Seminary, provides an explanation.
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“At her core, Elaine is a gifted musician, educator, and emerging scholar whose work is
marked by both rigor and imagination. Her background in music education is evident in
the way she leads—whether conducting, teaching, or coordinating programs, she brings
clarity, discipline, and a genuine desire to cultivate growth in others. She understands
music not only as an art form, but as a pedagogical and pastoral tool—one that can open
space for reflection, healing, and communal formation.”

The Nancy A. Hardesty Memorial Scholarship is awarded to a student who aspires to exemplify
the values and achievements of Nancy A. Hardesty, a founding member of the Christian Feminism
Today organization. The purpose of the $1,000 scholarship, awarded every June, is to help a
student who wants to be in a leadership role that supports and promotes Christian feminism.

Nancy A. Hardesty (1941-2011) was a founding member of the Evangelical Women’s Caucus,
which, over the past five decades, has grown into Christian Feminism Today. Until her death, Dr.
Hardesty was a professor of religion in the Department of Philosophy and Religion at Clemson
University, in Clemson, SC. Previously, she taught English and writing at Trinity College in
Deerfield, IL, and worked on the editorial staffs of Eternity magazine and The Christian Century.

Ms. Hardesty’s first book, co-authored with Letha Dawson Scanzoni, was All We’re Meant to Be:
A Biblical Approach to Women’s Liberation. Originally published in 1974, the book has gone
through several editions and has influenced countless Christian feminists, from evangelicals to
mainline Protestants to Roman Catholics. In 2006, Christianity Today magazine ranked All We're
Meant to Be among the top fifty books that had influenced the evangelical Christian movement
over half a century.

Nancy A. Hardesty was born in Lima, OH, and earned her Bachelor of Arts degree from Wheaton
College in Wheaton, IL. She went on to earn a master’s degree in newspaper journalism from the
Medill School of Journalism at Northwestern University in Evanston, IL, and a Ph.D. in the history
of Christianity at the University of Chicago.

Her dissertation, “Your Daughters Shall Prophesy”: Revivalism and Feminism in the Age of Finney,
was published by Carlson Publishing in 1991.

Christian Feminism Today is a Christian feminist organization with a long history of working for
gender equality. The Christian Feminism Today website provides Christian feminist articles,
reviews, blogs, Bible study, audio, links to explore, and inspiration.

For more information about Christian Feminism Today or the Nancy A. Hardesty Memorial
Scholarship, contact the Rev. Dr. Gail Ricciuti, selection committee chair, by emailing
office@eewc.com or leaving a voicemail at (317) 721-3660.
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